
Through explanation and student example, Debbie Lera takes the complex and makes it accessible.  This book should be read by every teacher who groans inwardly at the thought of state-mandated standards.  --Barry Lane, Author of But How Do You Teach Writing?

Debbie Lera addresses the challenges of meeting writing standards without standardizing her curriculum.  The easy-to-follow lesson plans support young writers' development and address key writing standards simultaneously.  And it's very practical--teachers will want to leave it open on their desks for invaluable guidance during the writing workshop.  --Frank Serafini, Arizona State University, Author of Interactive Comprehension Strategies and Lessons in Comprehension

Finally, a book that has its purpose set toward creating a content-rich, rigorous, purposeful, and joyful writing curriculum that will support our learners as they not only meet but exceed standards.  Thank you, thank you, thank you.  --Judy Davis, co-author of The No-Nonsense Guide to Writing

Writing Above Standard is an inspiring and practical resource.  The sample lessons and charts can be used right away with amazing results for you and your students. Debbie shares her wisdom and passion for teaching in a fun and engaging way! --Cathy Thorwaldson, First-Grade Teacher, Sunnyvale, California

Debbie Lera's book is an excellent resource that puts the excitement back in teaching with her well-organized framework for inquiry-based writing instruction using the standards as a guideline.  The book is easy to read and to implement--and the rewards in student writing are infinite. --Kimberly Bordelon, National Board Certified Teacher, Fourth-Grade Teacher, Kyrene de los Cerritos Elementary School, Phoenix, Arizona

If this book doesn't ignite enthusiasm in teachers to take their writing instruction to new heights, nothing will.  Reading this outstanding how-to guide will not only provide creative and innovative tools, it will bring a laugh and a tear to all.  Great ideas from a successful, experienced teacher. --Ron Harder, MA, Student Teacher Supervisor/Instructor, Bethany University, Scotts Valley, California

Debbie's book makes the teaching of writing--a difficult and daunting task in the world of standard, high-stakes testing, and accountability--manageable and enjoyable.  This book will help you love teaching again and will remind you that we teach children and that we can use high writing standards to help us do it well!  --Kim Smith, Literacy Specialist and Teacher, Cartwright School District, Phoenix, Arizona
